
 

10th January 

2010 

 

Thank you for worshipping with us today.  
Refreshments are served in the church hall after the 10.30 am service.  

Welcome Welcome  Wilford Church 

P l e a s e  N o t e :  
 

°If you would like prayer 

for anything after the  

service there are people 
a l w a y s  w i l l i n g  t o  
discretely pray with you.  
 
 

ö There are soft toys for 
the under 3s in the Vestry 
to the left of the front of 
church if your child gets 
restless.  Please feel free to 
make use of this.  
 

 

ö Toilets are available in 
the Church Hall. Key is 
available on the hook at 
the back of church.  

Whoôs Who  
10th January  

 
 

Leader:     Phil Marsh 
       
     

Sermon:    Phil Marsh 
 

Reading:   Matthew 3:13-17 
       

Reader:    4th Guides  
 
  

Prayers:    4th Brownies 
      

Music:       Jill Edmonds 
 

Sides         Bob & Rosemary  
people      Stanley 
      
 

Coffee       Jackie Pendergast  

Servers      Krista Millett 
     Sally Pembleton 
 
  

Church      Simon Massarella 
Wardens     

Happy New Year!!!  
  

So what does the start of a New Year hold for you? I guess it may depend upon where we fix 
our starting point. It may be, like me, that at this point in January youôre left feeling that you 

are still trying to wind up to speed. Or it may be that the New Year celebrations were lost for 

you in one long continuum of business or responsibility. It may be that the advent of the New 
Year has led to resolutions that you are successfully persevering with or have already faded.  If 

we anchor the starting point for the forthcoming year  on the fancy yet meaningless fireworks 
of a new yearôs eve we may possibly be left feeling like itôs all a bit of a damp squib. Perhaps 

we need a different starting place.  
It could of course be that the blanket of snow, (currently not deep enough at the time 

of writing for those praying for school closures), amplifies the feeling of dormancy, or of things 
not quite having started yet. But they have. Look carefully and snowdrops are already  

beginning to emerge. Beneath the soil spring is stirring. Newness awaits, hope deferred but 

assured lies not at all dormant beneath our feet. Of course the bulbs are beginning to emerge 
not because the New Year has come, but because of the preparation of the autumn.  

rather we move with eager expectation and hope that the king is on the move.  The 
green shoots So too we may find that our starting point for this year lies not on new yearôs 

eve, but back in November, as we began on the 29 th November,  to celebrate and reflect on 
Advent, a time of preparation for the coming of the King.  Were we to consider this as the 

starting point for our new year together, (which the Christian calendar surely does), perhaps 

this season would feel different. Instead of feeling like we are waiting for things to begin,  
perhaps we might perceive that they have already begun.  We do not wait for the Kings  

coming, for we have already celebrated His advent in the Christmas story. We do not wait for 
the start of things, of his kingdom are already sprouting, already offering the promise that the 

winter blanket and freeze shall give way to glorious spring.  The only thing we await now is His  
second coming, the kingôs return. That alone may shape our response to the year ahead. 

Perhaps then it is not New Years Eve, but it is in the preparing for, and in the  
celebration of the coming of Christ that we find the best starting point for the new year ahead, 

for in this we find anticipation, purpose, hope, meaning and resolve. The Church calendar has 

already begun, we are six weeks into the new Christian year already, we have prepared for His 
coming, we have celebrated His birth, and now we prepare to continue to follow and serve the 

One who loves us, looking to His return.  It is possible that the New Years Eve celebrations 
subtly rob us of this more meaningful starting point.  

So what does the start of a New Year hold for you? I suspect how we approach this 
New Year will all depend upon whether or not we locate our starting point on a relatively 

meaningless calendar date, or whether or not we choose, as our start point, to fix our hopes 
and aspirations upon the advent of the King who has already come and for whose return we 

await. For if we start here, we begin our year with the potential of travelling hand in hand with 

the King who has come, in the most remarkable fashion, and who promises to journey with us 
every step of the way, and who has a dream for this world of ours, and for each of us, that 

surpasses our wildest imagining. May we each begin this mundane calendar year with a higher 
vision of starting all things with Him, and with Him as its beginning, may this year, for each of 

us, be transformed by His presence and His promise 
 

Every blessing in Christ Jesus, your fellow traveller along The Way, Phil.  



For all enquiries please contact  
Church Office  

0115 981 7328  
Mon ïFri 9.30 am til 12.30 pm  

Vicar:  

Phil Marsh  Tel: 981 7328 (Office)  

Phil & Mandy  Tel: 981 2610 (Home)  

revdphilmarsh@btinternet.com  

Curate:  

Megan Smith Tel 981 2370  

megansmith@doctors.net.uk  

Pioneer Curates:  

Jono Tregale Tel 07504 982871  

jono@tregale.co.uk  

Diane Tregale Tel 07504 982871  

diane@tregale.co.uk  
 

Youth & Community Worker:  

Angela Mills Tel: 945 2818  

angela_dougan@hotmail.com  

Pastoral Assistant:  

Margaret Kidger Tel: 981 6159  

mkidger@btinternet.com  
 

Church wardens:  

Eddie Mason  Tel: 981 7193  

emason4@sky.com  

Simon Massarella Tel: 984 8087  

massarella@btinternet.com  
 

 Email the church office on:  
wilfordchurch@btinternet.com  

 

Prayer 
Please remember the following  
people in your prayers this week.  Pray 

that they may know Godôs healing touch  
on their lives and that they would be  
encouraged.  
 

Beryl Duffy, Oliver Cranefield, Peter Raymond Steve Mason 
Derek Hollihead, Jemma & Craig Mee and new born baby 
Sonny who needs heart surgery, Rob Baxter,  Lyn Turton, 
Holly (Anne Massarellaôs neice), Gordon Lisley (Derekôs dad),  
Barbara Calver, Irene Stanley, Jean Grummitt, Jean Proffitt 
(Wendy Silverôs mum), Marion Smith (Meganôs mum), Roland 
Price, Evelyn Smith.  
 

WE GIVE THANKS FOR THE LIVES OF  
Jim Wilson & Daisy Hopcroft  
 

We pray for their family and friends as they struggle 
with grief and loss and seek to rebuild their lives with 
the hope Jesus brings  
 

CH E C K  O U T  O U R  
W E B S I T E   

w w w . w i l f o r d . o r g  

Diary For Week 
Sunday 10th    

8 am  Communion Service  
10.30 am All Age Parade Service 

6.15-8 pm Joint Youth Housegroup at Rectory 

6.30 pm Evening Worship at  Silverdale Comm Centre 
Monday 11th  

Tuesday 12th  
9.15 am Staff Prayers in Church Office 

9.45 am Staff Meeting in Church office 

8 pm  Finance Committee Meeting at the Rectory 
Wednesday 13th  

11.30 am Luncheon Club in Back Church Hall 
7-8 pm  Bell Ringing Practice in Church 

7.30 pm  Mission Group Meeting at the Rectory 

7.45 pm  Childrenôs Ministry Meeting in Church 
Thursday 14th  

7.30 pm  Small Groups 
8 pm  Alpha Leaders Meeting 

Friday 15th  
8-9.30 pm Friday Club yr7+ in Church Halls 

Sunday 17th    

8 am  Communion Service  
10.30 am Morning Worship & Childrenôs Groups 

6.30 pm Evening Prayer in Church Office 

Alpha Course  

Thursday 21st January,  

Back Church  Hall  
 

Do you have questions about the real meaning of  

Christmas, about God, Christianity, or the meaning 
of life?  Would you like the opportunity to join 

other people, ask questions, and look for answers? 
 

This is a free course that will run on ten Thursday evenings 
(and 1 Saturday) at Wilford church hall, beginning on 21st 

January. It consists of a series of talks addressing key issues 

relating to the Christian faith, and includes good food and 
good conversation in groups. 

 

To enquire or register for the course at Wilford church,  

please email the Church office on  
wilfordchurch@btinternet.com  

or phone  Megan Smith on  0115 9812370  

Joint Youth Housegroup  
New Year Get Together  

TODAY! 
 6.30 ð8 pm in Rectory  

 

Come join us for pizza and fun! 
 

Please bring a wrapped  

present to the value of £1 with you.  

BURNS NIGHT  
 

SATURDAY 23 RD JANUARY  

7pm start  

CHURCH HALL  

Come & join us for the  

annual Glen Wilford night  

of Scottish food and dance  
 

Ceilidh led by the McEdmonds  
 

Numbers are strictly limited so hurry.  

Tickets from Anne Mason  or  

from Sue Periam during office hours £6 per ticket  

Childrenõs Ministry 

Epiphany Party  

Sunday 17th January in Church Hall Halls  
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